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HONORING MARK HEBERT 

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to pay tribute to an old-fashioned 
newsman who delivered critical infor-
mation to the viewers of WHAS–TV in 
Louisville for the last 22 years. This 
weekend he retired his microphone and 
camera to work for the University of 
Louisville, and his reporting will be 
greatly missed. 

As a former journalist who moved on 
to another field myself, I can hardly 
begrudge him the change, but I can’t 
help but mourn the void it leaves. At a 
time when news is adapted to sound 
bites palatable to texters and 
twitterers, Mark was never content 
with what he found on the surface. 
Time and again, he peeled that prover-
bial onion until someone cried. 

I am proud to call Mark my friend 
and proud, too, that my former news-
paper, LEO Weekly, has named him 
Louisville’s best journalist. But if the 
accolades and friendship had an effect 
on him personally, you would never 
have known it professionally. I found 
myself the subject of his scrutiny on 
more than one occasion. We would call 
the stories positive at times and nega-
tive at others, but the words that al-
ways showed up were thorough, intel-
ligent, and fair. 

The loss for WHAS and local media is 
the university’s gain, but our entire 
community is better for his 22 years of 
reporting and the high standard of 
journalism set by Mark Hebert. 

f 

PREDATORY LENDING 

(Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to address the 
staggering rate of mortgage fraud and 
predatory lending in this Nation. 

As our country reels from the contin-
ued impact of the recession, it’s time 
to take action that will rebuild our 
economy in a way that’s fair and con-
sistent with our values. 

Mr. Speaker, this week we will con-
sider H.R. 1728, the Mortgage Reform 
and Anti-Predatory Lending Act. This 
bill is an important step toward pre-
venting the abusive and predatory 
lending practices that have contributed 
to the highest home foreclosure rate in 
25 years. 

The bill will outlaw many of the 
egregious energy practices that mark 
the subprime lending boom and bust. It 
sets a Federal floor, enabling States 
like my home State of Maryland to 
better protect consumers. 

Now, as we pick up the pieces in this 
recession, we must learn from our mis-
takes, by strengthening regulations of 
our financial system. It means that we 
must ensure that all consumers are 
treated fairly and that the mortgage 

lending industry must be transparent 
and accountable to our seniors, minor-
ity borrowers, and all consumers. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 1728 and additional re-
forms to stop mortgage fraud and pred-
atory lending. 

f 

EDUCATION FOR 21ST-CENTURY 
VETERANS 

(Mrs. DAHLKEMPER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. DAHLKEMPER. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today on behalf of the brave men 
and women who have served their 
country in uniform, many of them in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

We owe our veterans a debt of grati-
tude for putting their lives on the line 
for our country. However, I believe 
that we must show our gratitude, not 
only with our words, but with our ac-
tions. 

That is why I am pleased that all eli-
gible veterans can now take advantage 
of the 21st-Century GI Bill. Any mem-
ber of the military who has served on 
active duty since September 11, 2001, 
can receive up to 4 years of college tui-
tion, including money for housing and 
books. Eligible veterans include acti-
vated Reservist and members of the 
National Guard. And as of last Friday, 
they can apply online at the VA’s Web 
site. 

This new GI Bill will open up doors 
for thousands of veterans throughout 
western Pennsylvania and across the 
country, and I encourage all our vet-
erans to go online immediately to take 
advantage of the benefits they have 
earned. 

I offer my sincere gratitude to all 
who have served our Nation, both our 
soldiers and their families. 

f 

BRINGING COMMONSENSE REFORM 
AND CONSUMER PROTECTION TO 
OUR FINANCIAL SYSTEM 

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, this 
week the House takes up the anti-pred-
atory lending and mortgage fraud leg-
islation. These bills are the next step 
as we work to rebuild our economy in 
a way that is fair and consistent with 
our values. 

The Mortgage Reform and Anti-Pred-
atory Lending Act of 2009 will curb 
abusive and predatory lending, a major 
factor in the Nation’s highest home 
foreclosure rate in 25 years. The bill 
would outlaw many of the egregious in-
dustry practices that marked the 
subprime lending boom and would pre-
vent borrowers from deliberately mis-
stating their income to qualify for a 
loan. The bill will ensure that mort-
gage lenders make loans that benefit 
the consumer and prohibit them from 
steering borrowers into higher-cost 
loans. 

This week Congress will also vote on 
legislation to create an outside com-
mission to investigate the causes of the 
current financial and economic crises 
in the United States. 

f 

LOOK INTO CAUSES OF ECONOMIC 
MORASS 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, as Con-
gresswoman WATSON was saying, we 
will vote this week on the Fraud En-
forcement and Recovery Act. That act 
will do several things, one of which will 
set up a commission to look into the 
causes of the economic morass that we 
are presently experiencing. 

Congress did that in the Great De-
pression, and it led to the reforms that 
kept this country safe for a long time. 
Then we fell to the arguments that 
were made, starting with the Reagan 
administration, about the free market 
and the free market which took us 
where we are today. 

The free market, unfettered, has 
caused this problem. But a study needs 
to be taken by the Congress, and that’s 
what that bill would do. 

It would also expand the abilities of 
several State governments and non-
profits to look into fraud and extend 
Federal fraud statutes to the TARP 
and to the Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act. People who fraudulently steal 
from the government or steal these 
funds are engaging in as un-American 
an activity as anybody could do short 
of espionage. 

I endorse the Fraud Enforcement and 
Recovery Act and hope that we could 
have a commission to get to the bot-
tom of what’s happened. This past 
week, Mr. Speaker, I watched ‘‘Wall 
Street,’’ the movie. It’s shameful and 
it’s today’s world. 

f 

INSULATION 

(Mrs. HALVORSON asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. HALVORSON. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to bring light to a very im-
portant but often overlooked industry 
that can play a huge role in improving 
energy efficiency, both in our buildings 
and through greenhouse reductions on 
a wide-reaching scale: it’s mechanical 
insulation. 

Buildings are responsible for 40 per-
cent of U.S. energy demand and 40 per-
cent of all greenhouse gas emissions. 
Mechanical insulation, as it is used in 
mechanical piping and equipment for 
heating and air conditioning in indus-
trial, commercial and other types of 
buildings, can reduce over 37 million 
metric tons of greenhouse gas emis-
sions. It can also generate more than 
$3.6 billion in industrial energy effi-
ciency, saving and creating more than 
27,000 jobs annually. 

Savings and benefits are swift and 
can last for many years when properly 
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implemented. As an advocate of energy 
efficiency measures, I encourage others 
to become more aware and utilize this 
industry in making new and existing 
buildings and facilities more efficient. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

f 

GERALDINE FERRARO POST 
OFFICE BUILDING 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 774) to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 46–02 21st Street in Long Is-
land City, New York, as the ‘‘Geraldine 
Ferraro Post Office Building’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 774 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. GERALDINE FERRARO POST OFFICE 

BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 46–02 
21st Street in Long Island City, New York, 
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Geral-
dine Ferraro Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Geraldine Ferraro 
Post Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. LYNCH) and the 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUN-
CAN) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, as chairman of the 

House subcommittee with jurisdiction 
over the United States Postal Service, 
and as we commend the dedicated serv-
ice of our Nation’s public servants dur-
ing Public Service Recognition Week, I 
am pleased to present H.R. 774 for con-
sideration. 

This legislation would designate the 
United States postal facility located at 
46–02 21st Street in Long Island City, 

New York, as the Geraldine Ferraro 
Post Office Building in honor of an ex-
ceptional public servant who has dedi-
cated over 30 years of life to serving 
our country. 

b 1230 

Introduced by my colleague, Rep-
resentative CAROLYN MALONEY of New 
York, on January 28, 2009, and reported 
out of the Oversight Committee on 
March 18, 2009, by unanimous consent, 
H.R. 774 enjoys the strong support of 
the New York House delegation. 

Born in the city of Newburgh, New 
York, to her father Dominick, an 
Italian immigrant restaurant owner, 
and her mother Antonetta, a first gen-
eration Italian American seamstress, 
Geraldine Ferraro stands as a living 
testament to an often-cited passage 
from her historic address to the 1984 
Democratic convention: ‘‘America’s 
history is about doors being opened, 
doors of opportunity for everyone, no 
matter who you are, as long as you are 
willing to earn it.’’ Ms. Ferraro spoke 
these words upon her introduction as 
the first female and Italian American 
major party candidate for the Vice 
Presidency of the United States. 

Ms. Ferraro graduated from the 
Marymount High School in Manhattan 
in 1952. She was awarded a scholarship 
to Marymount Manhattan College, and 
in 1956 earned her bachelor of arts de-
gree, becoming the first woman in her 
family to receive a college education. 

In her subsequent service as a public 
elementary school teacher in Astoria, 
Queens, Ms. Ferraro attended Fordham 
University School of Law at night. She 
courageously ignored an admission of-
ficer’s admonition that she would be 
taking ‘‘a man’s place’’ in the class. In 
1960, she received her juris doctorate as 
one of only two women in her grad-
uating class of 179 students. 

Following her admission to the New 
York State bar in 1961, Ms. Ferraro 
practiced law part time in the private 
sector while raising her family. In 1974, 
she was appointed to serve as an assist-
ant district attorney for Queens Coun-
ty. In 1977, she was chosen to head the 
recently established Queens County 
Special Victims Bureau, where she spe-
cialized in cases involving abused 
women and children. 

Ms. Ferraro was elected to the 
United States Congress in 1978, and 
honorably represented New York 
State’s Ninth Congressional District in 
the U.S. House of Representatives from 
1979 to 1985. Throughout her tenure in 
Congress, Ms. Ferraro devoted much of 
her legislative attention to women’s 
rights and human rights advocacy. To 
this end, she admirably sought passage 
of measures such as the Equal Rights 
Amendment and the Women’s Eco-
nomic Equity Act. 

In 1984, Ms. Ferraro became the first 
woman and the first Italian American 
to be nominated to the Vice Presidency 
of the United States by a major Amer-
ican political party when she was cho-
sen by Democratic Presidential can-

didate Walter Mondale to join the 1984 
national ticket. Her historic nomina-
tion continues to stand as evidence 
that, as Ms. Ferraro proclaimed in her 
acceptance address, ‘‘America is the 
land where dreams can come true for 
all of us.’’ 

Following her remarkable Vice Presi-
dential run, Ms. Ferraro remained ac-
tive in public and community service. 
In 1993, she was appointed by President 
Bill Clinton as Ambassador to the 
United Nations Commission on Human 
Rights. As noted by President Clinton, 
Ms. Ferraro’s appointment came in rec-
ognition of her longstanding dedication 
to international women’s rights issues. 
Ms. Ferraro continues to serve the Na-
tion through a variety of public and 
private sector efforts, specifically as a 
widely regarded author and political 
commentator. She keeps the American 
public well informed regarding issues 
of public policy. 

Through her nonprofit organizational 
work, she continues her commitment 
to creating educational and profes-
sional opportunities for women, as well 
as addressing wage and training dis-
parities in the workplace. Further-
more, as a cancer survivor, Ms. Ferraro 
admirably and successfully advocates 
in support of increasing much needed 
funding for cancer research. 

Mr. Speaker, let us honor a dedicated 
public servant through the passage of 
H.R. 774, and by designating the 21st 
Street postal facility in Long Island 
City in honor of Geraldine Ferraro. I 
urge my colleagues to support H.R. 774. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I rise today in support of H.R. 774, to 

designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 4602 
21st Street in Long Island City, New 
York, as the Geraldine Ferraro Post 
Office Building. 

Geraldine Ferraro has spent her life 
advocating and achieving on behalf of 
women across the globe. She was born 
on August 26, 1935, in Newburgh, New 
York, the daughter of a first-genera-
tion Italian American mother and an 
Italian immigrant father. After high 
school, she worked her way through 
Marymount Manhattan College, at 
times holding three jobs simulta-
neously. She was the first woman in 
her family to attain a college degree, 
and she subsequently became a licensed 
New York City school teacher. 

While still teaching the second grade, 
Congresswoman Ferraro earned her law 
degree, attending Fordham law school 
at night. She was one of only two 
women in her graduating class of 179, 
and was admitted to the New York 
State bar in 1961. She managed to raise 
three children while working part time 
as an attorney in her husband’s real es-
tate firm. In 1970, she was elected presi-
dent of the Queens County Women’s 
Bar Association, and in 1974 she was ap-
pointed Assistant District Attorney for 
Queens County, New York, at a time 
when female prosecutors were rare in 
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